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THE CONTRIBUTION BY RELIGIONS
TO PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE IN SOCIETY

Martin Carbajo Nunez, OFM*

"This paper is intended to illustrate the contribution that religions
can make to peaceful coexistence in society!. This is now more nec-
essary than ever, because our globalized world is subject to severe
tensions. Good and evil have acquired global dimensions, placing in
our hands the ecological balance and our common future. Para-
phrasing Lorenz’ famous expression, we can say that “the flap of a
butterfly’s wings in Brazil can set off a tornado in Texas™.

The twentieth century has been “the bloodiest in human history™
and nowadays the situation does not seem to be improving. Accord-
ing to the Heidelberg Institute for International Conflict Research?,
2013 has been the year with more wars and violent conflicts since the
end of the World War II, a number that goes on the rise since 2006.
Obviously, it is necessary to find a more stable foundation for peace.

Many authors assert the need for global ethics (e.g. Jonas) and
propose a more active role of religions in the public sphere, in order

* An mvited Professor at the Alpbonsian Acaderry
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!'"The original text corresponds to a conference pronounced at the 5% Sym-
posium for Muslim-Christian Dialogue, organized by the Franciscan Family at
Istanbul (Turkey), 26-27 September 2014, on the subject: “Contributions of Re-
ligions to Peace”.

* Edward Lorenz used this phrase to explain the Chaos theory, but it has al-
so been used to express the perils of a very interdependent world. Cfr. R. C.
TTILBORN, «Sea gulls, butterflies, and grasshoppers: a bricf history of the but-
tertly effect in nonlinear dynamics», in American Journal of Physics 72/4 (2004)
+25-427.
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