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To my brothers Vicente and Mari, with

whom I learned to take care of the common house,

and to all the followers of Francis of Assisi,

who testify to the relevance of his charism in the Digital Age.
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Introduction

This book focus on how Franciscans can live their charism
in the Digital Age. The new social context presents new chal-
lenges and, therefore, it requires a new life. How to face the
current socio-environmental and communicative challenges?

The Franciscan perspective fits well with the kind of hori-
zontal, intuitive, and interactive communication that prevails in
the Digital Age. Francis of Assisi is also universally valued as
a model of dialogue and integral ecology. This has been recog-
nized by the post-conciliar Catholic Magisterium, which has
proclaimed him patron saint “of those who promote ecology”
(oecologicae cultorum)' and has highlighted his contemplative
outlook (EV 83). Indeed, “he communed with all creation” and
“every creature was a sister, united to him by bonds of affec-
tion” (LS 11).

Standing out against the technocratic paradigm and the col-
onization of information, this book invites all to assume the
motivations that arise from Franciscan spirituality “to a more
passionate concern for the protection of our world” (LS 216)
and to reestablish an authentic human communication. The en-
cyclical Laudato si' has highlighted the importance of St. Fran-
cis in these areas.

We will try to avoid the risk of misrepresenting the features
of the historical Francis. Some authors of the past have fallen
into this trap and have offered clearly distorted visions of Fran-
cis of Assisi, to the point of considering him a heretic in defiant
confrontation with the Catholic Church (Lynn White). In

' LS 10. JOHN PAUL 11, «Inter sanctos. Apostolic letter» (Sep. 29, 1979), in
AAS71/2 (1979) 1509-1510. The English translation of the Pontifical Mag-
isterium’s documents will be taken from www.vatican.va
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addition, E. Rénan and P. Sabatier questioned the biographical
sources that refer to him, thus initiating the “Franciscan Ques-
tion,” but they themselves distorted his image, uncritically ap-
plying to him the traits of Romanticism.

The fascination of the Franciscan utopia can cloud our vi-
sion. We need to be aware that the idea of giving an updated
image of Francis can become a subtle way of talking about our-
selves, while pretending to be talking about him.> However, the
updating effort is necessary so that the message does not remain
something theoretical, which does not appeal to the heart of
people in the Digital Era.

This updating effort is a fundamental objective of this book.
We could formulate it in this way: today the authentic living
experience of the Franciscan charism cannot be reduced to re-
peating activities and forms that have been effective in the past,
but now have lost their relevance and significance. We need to
discern, in the light of the Spirit, the core of Francis' experience
in order to reincarnate it today in a creative and relevant way.

We have already studied the Franciscan roots of integral
ecology in our publication “Sister Mother Earth™* and we have
extended this analysis to the communicative sphere in the vol-
ume: “Everything is Connected.” We invite the reader to see
those books for a more complete vision of what we affirm here
on these topics.

The present volume recalls the past in order to illuminate the
present and open it to a future of hope. In this sense, the Church

2 “Actualiser Frangois, comme on le fait souvent, n’est qu’une fagon dégui-
sée de parler de nous-mémes en faisant semblant de parler d’un autre.
Cherchons donc d’abord a le replacer dans son temps, sans nourrir I’illu-
sion de retrouver le Frangois d’Assise qui parcourait avec quelques com-
pagnons dépenaillés les chemins de 1’Ombrie e dont le vécu nous échap-
pera toujours.” VAUCHEZ A., Frangois d’Assise entre histoire et mémoire,
Pluriel, Paris 2009, 18.

3 CARBAJO NUNEZ M., Sister Mother Earth. Franciscan Roots of the Laudato
Si’, TAU, Phoenix (AZ) 2017.

* CARBAJO NUNEZ M., Everything is Connected. Integral ecology my in the
Digital Age, Media House, Delhi 2020.
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Introduction

has joyfully reminded us that consecrated persons “have not
only a glorious history to remember and to recount, but also a
great history still to be accomplished!” (V'C 110). Pope Francis
has told the Consecrated that the memory of their glorious past
should not lead them to nostalgia, but to hope: “Look to the
future, where the Spirit is sending you in order to do even
greater things” (/bid.).

Distribution and content

The book is divided into two parts, each one with five chap-
ters. The first part focuses on the surprising relevance of the
Franciscan perspective today and invites all “to remember and
to recount” some significant milestones of its “glorious his-
tory.” By remembering and being aware of their history and
identity, the followers of St. Francis will find easier to make a
significant contribution to a future of hope for all humanity.
The second part shows some of the basic attitudes that Francis-
cans must assume in the Digital Age.

The first chapter serves as a framework for the entire subse-
quent discourse, as it presents the need to renew consecrated
life through processes of transformation. Instead of clinging to
what they have always done, religious persons must be open to
a future of novelty and change, continually assuming the core
of their own charism.

The second chapter focuses on Franciscan charism and
shows some of its nuclear aspects; more specifically, it reflects
on the deep motivations that led St. Francis to initiate his way
of life and on how Franciscans can revive it today in order to
be faithful to their ideal. Above all, Francis of Assisi was a man
of faith, a mystic, and a pilgrim. His radical experience of di-
vine gratuitousness reconciled him with all people, with him-
self, and with creation. Therein lies the timeliness of his mes-
sage and of his way of evangelizing (c. 3).

Drawing inspiration from St. Francis, the Pope affirms that
evangelization is closeness (EG 199), joyful witness, ever new,
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of an experience that has transformed one's own life. St. Fran-
cis, in fact, always meditated on the humility of the Incarnate
Word and discovered Christ present in all creatures. Inspired
by him, the Franciscans have always been affectionately close
to the people of God, trying to help those in need, even in the
economic and scientific fields (c. 4). Their charism and reflec-
tions continue to enjoy a surprising relevance, as has been rec-
ognized by the post-conciliar ecclesiastical magisterium (c. 5).

The second part of the book, entitled: “A great history still
to be accomplished!” presents some basic Christian attitudes
that the Franciscans must assume in order to continue to be “the
friars of the people;” that is, to be faithful to their foundational
charism. We will focus on these five: listening, contemplation,
discernment, dialogue, and administration of goods in the logic
of gift. These are basic human attitudes that the Church has
again explicitly proposed in the final document of the Synod of
Bishops for the Pan-Amazon region. This document affirms the
need to “strengthen a culture of dialogue, reciprocal listening,
spiritual discernment, consensus and communion” (S79df 88).

Responding to the challenges of the current socio-environ-
mental crisis, the Franciscans, with their lives, must testify to
the need to hear the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor,
opening the ears of the heart (c. 6) and developing the capacity
to discern in the midst of our hyper-connected and hyper-accel-
erated society (c. 8). In addition to listening and discerning,
they should also assume the mysticism of open eyes, which will
allow them to see and contemplate the faces of God in all that
surrounds them, especially in the poor and in sister mother earth
(c. 7). Poverty and minority will help them to testify to the im-
portance of human relationships and of dialogue in the Spirit of
Assisi (c. 9). This inward and outward poverty, as an expression
of trust in the divine Providence, will also allow them to ad-
minister responsibly the gifts they have received, living joy-
fully from their own work (c. 10).
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Some conceptual clarifications

We will use the concept of communication as an expression
of self-giving, always oriented to improve our four fundamen-
tal relationships: with God, with oneself, with others, and with
creation. It should not be reduced to a simple two-way trans-
mission of information. To communicate is to donate oneself.
The Franciscans defend this logic of gift that nourishes frater-
nal relationships in the free and generous search for the com-
mon good.

Communication, communion, and community go always to-
gether. Communication will be authentic if it creates commun-
ion and community. Indeed, “communication is part of God’s
plan for us and an essential way to experience fellowship”
(WCD 2018), restoring the four levels of the ecological bal-
ance: “within ourselves, with others, with nature and other liv-
ing creatures, and with God” (LS 210).

The concept of integral ecology “is based on the recognition
of being-in-relationships as a fundamental human category.”
Therefore, “the analysis of environmental problems cannot be
separated from the analysis of human, family, work-related and
urban contexts” (LS 141). The encyclical Laudato si' describes
integral ecology with these words:

“Ecological culture cannot be reduced to a series of urgent and

partial responses to the immediate problems of pollution, environ-

mental decay and the depletion of natural resources. There needs
to be a distinctive way of looking at things, a way of thinking,
policies, an educational program, a lifestyle and a spirituality
which together generate resistance to the assault of the techno-

cratic paradigm” (111).

The technocratic paradigm has provoked the current anthro-
pological and socio-environmental crisis. We need a radical
change in our lifestyles. “Today we are not only living in a time

5 $19il 47. “This means that we develop as human beings on the basis of our
relationships with ourselves, with others, with society in general, with na-
ture/environment, and with God.” Ibid.
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of changes but are experiencing a true epochal shift,” that calls
for “changing the models of global development” and “redefin-
ing our notion of progress” (VG 3) in order to assume a more
relational paradigm.

Criticism of the technocratic paradigm does not imply an
undervaluation of scientific and technical progress. In line with
the Constitution Gaudium et Spes, the recent Magisterium rec-
ognizes the importance of science and technology (LS 102).
The human being is both natural and cultural. God calls him “to
cultivate and care” for the earth (Gen 2:15); that is, not only to
adapt himself to the environment, but also to transform it crea-
tively in tune with God’s plan, so as to make it more habitable.

“Human creativity cannot be suppressed. If an artist cannot be

stopped from using his or her creativity, neither should those who

possess particular gifts for the advancement of science and tech-
nology be prevented from using their God-given talents for the

service of others “ (LS 131).

The encyclical Laudato si’ affirms the need to overcome the
misguided anthropocentrism that has provoked the current cri-
sis, but it does not say that nature must be sacralized (biocen-
trism). The Catholic Church has repeatedly manifested its ap-
preciation for the scientific knowledge of natural laws, the use
of technology, and the transforming action of human beings on
nature. Humans must continue to apply “their unique capacities
of knowledge, will, freedom and responsibility” (118), but al-
ways in an ethical way (78); that is to say, moved by the logic
of gift and in perennial listening to the cry of the earth and the
cry of the poor.
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